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The God Who Fully Invests in Us 

So you have chosen to focus on one discipleship track! Is it the 
Foundation Track or the Transformation Track or the Endurance 
Track? Need some coaching tips to help you along the way?  
 
As we design our personalized discipleship path, it is important to 
understand that the Lord is fully invested in us through his Spirit! The 
Holy Spirit opens our heart to the truth of Jesus and empowers us to 
follow him. The Holy Spirit is living and moving and interacting with 
us in a deeply personal way.  He’ll even show us how our unique path 
can build up our faith community to be a light in the world. 
 
This booklet is a supplement your personalized discipleship plan. 
Although each roadmap is unique, Scripture reveals that the Holy 
Spirit leads us into shared experiences. What can we expect from the 
Lord when we step into the four areas of our path? 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
What happens  

when we 
LISTEN to the LORD?  

 

 
What happens  

when we  
TAKE on NEW 
ADVENTURES?  

 

 
What happens  

when we  
ENGAGE with PEOPLE? 

 

 
What happens  

when we enter a  
PATHWAY into BIBLICAL 

TRUTH?  
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Lord, strengthen me with power through your Spirit in my inner being so I 
may know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge and be filled with 
all the fullness of God. For you are able to do far more abundantly than all 

that I could ask or think, according to the power at work in me. Amen. 
(Ephesians 3:16-20) 
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The Investment 

“He comes to us as He came to the gathered disciples at Pentecost: 
to kindle our faith, to embolden our witness,  

and to accompany us in mission … 
Through His regenerating and sanctifying work,  

the Holy Spirit grants us faith and enables holiness, so that we may 
be witnesses of God’s gracious presence to those who are lost.  

We are now in service to God’s plan for the fullness of time:  
uniting all things in heaven and earth to Himself.” 

ECO Essential Tenets 
 

God’s investment in us is not an impersonal force to tap into. The 
Holy Spirit is God. He is co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and 
Son. “The Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is freedom” (2 Corinthians 3:17). Our path is paved with freedom. 
 
The God of freedom is not three gods; nor does he have three parts 
within himself. Rather, the Spirit is one with the Father and the Son. 
The Spirit is the Spirit of the Father and the Son. Just as the Son is 
eternally the Son and the Father is eternally the Father, the Spirit is 
eternally the Spirit. It was “through the eternal Spirit” that Jesus 
“offered himself as a perfect sacrifice to God” (Hebrews 9:14, GNT). 

Everything about the eternal nature and character of God the Father 
is true about God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Each are all-powerful, 
omniscient, omnipresent, eternal, good, merciful, righteous, and 
holy. All are worthy to be worshiped together, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, because they are one in being. 

As you embrace the Holy Spirit’s work, remember that he is not an 
independent operator. He does not act separately from the Father 
and Son. The three-in-one God is joined in one being, one mind, one 
purpose, one action plan. We must always bear in mind who HE is. 
The Holy Spirit is God. He is God’s investment in us. As you embark 
on your path, pray this simple prayer: 

 

The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Thank you, God, for fully investing your 
Spirit in your people—including me! Amen. 
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What we learn about God is, of course, deep and profound. In a real 
sense, God is beyond description. Our words cannot explain the 
vastness of his nature. “For the Lord’s greatness is beyond 
description and he deserves all the praise that comes to him. He is 
our King-God and it’s right to be in holy awe of him” (Psalm 96:4, TPT). 
 
Even so, our sincere attempt to understand, experience, and 
faithfully serve him requires us to identify what kind of God he is. 
When Jesus says to address God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
we’re getting to know God as Jesus knows him. He’s sharing his 
insider knowledge so we can know God in all his fullness (John 17:3).  
 
God is not floating above the clouds hoping that someone on earth 
will love him. He dwells eternally as a fellowship of loving exchange. 
God’s essence is perpetual communion, a dynamic, self-giving 
community. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit love and honor each 
other with such unity that they work and fellowship as one.  
 
Spiritual transformation emerges from the loving, gracious, 
interactive, trinitarian nature of God. This triune God invites us, in 
relationship with himself, to participate in his sphere of grace. We 
are now and forever personally, experientially, and collectively swept 
into the relational life of the three-in-one God! 
 
As you follow your trinitarian discipleship path, you not only receive 
“love from God,” said John, “God is love” (1 John 4:7-8). God is not just 
loving you—he is love! Within each of the four areas of your plan, you 
can make requests like this to the Lord: 
 

Blessed Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, have mercy upon me. 
Father, may I live this day in your presence, for your glory. 

Lord Jesus, may I choose this day to take up my cross and follow you.   
Holy Spirit, may I listen to your gentle voice and yield to your power.  

All for your kingdom and glory. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

LISTENING to the LORD 
establishes 

Trinitarian Discipleship  
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Some people will seek God, but rarely acknowledge Jesus. Others will 
trust in Jesus, but basically ignore the Holy Spirit. Still others want to 
experience the Spirit, but unfortunately, they neglect to follow the 
Son.  
 
Although we may distinguish the three divine Persons in the Trinity, 
we must never separate him. To engage the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, is to experience the love, beauty, and power of the one and 
only true God. Does the Trinity you confess in the creeds play a vital 
role in your spiritual life? Do you actually live in the reality of his love, 
beauty, and power? Not as much as you want, right? 
 
Envision your discipleship path—not as a “I-should-do” list—but as a 
dance with “God in three Persons.” One moment we find ourselves 
dancing with the Father who—without stopping—twirls us into the 
gentle arms of the Son who—in keeping with a rhythm—backspins us 
into a cha-cha with the Spirit! 
 
A personalized discipleship “dance” with three divine “Persons” will 
undoubtedly rock our world (transform us!). To describe the Trinity 
this way, we are not using the word “Person” in the same way we do 
about ourselves. “God in three Persons” means that the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit relate to each other—and to us—in a personal 
way. Each of the divine Persons, from their own personal “angle,” will 
contribute in a unique way to relating to us.  
 

Sometimes the way is lonely, and steep and filled with pain. 
So if your sky is dark and pours the rain, then 

Cry to Jesus, Cry to Jesus, Cry to Jesus and live! 
 

O, and when the love spills over, and music fills the night 
And when you can’t contain your joy inside, then 

Dance for Jesus, Dance for Jesus,  
Dance for Jesus and live! 

 

—Come to Jesus lyrics by Chris Rice 

LISTENING to the LORD 
creates 

Intimate Encounters   
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When we come to faith in Christ a new dimension of supernatural 
life rushes into our life. We are “born of the Spirit” (John 3:5). We 
have received “the Spirit of adoption as sons,” so we can cry, “Abba 
Father!” (Romans 8:15).  
 
What if you called God, “Abba Father,” during your abiding period?  
 
“God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! 
Father!’” (Galatians 4:6). Read that verse again. What has God done 
to us? The entire Trinity is now involved in the deepest, most 
profound cry of our heart! Like Jesus, we can talk to our heavenly 
Father with radical trust and deep affection.  
 
Calling God “Abba” reminds us that the Spirit of God is deeply 
involved in our prayer life. Paul even tells us to “pray in the Spirit at 
all times” (Ephesians 6:18, NLT). At all times? How does that work? 
Paul’s wording here is literally, “pray in spirit” (without the definite 
article). H. C. G. Moule explains: “The Holy Spirit was to be ‘the Place’ 
of the prayer, in the sense of being the surrounding, penetrating, 
transforming atmosphere of the spirit of the praying Christian.” To 
“pray in spirit” then is to pray in the Holy Spirit’s sphere—
acknowledging his real presence and open to his movement.  
 
Our natural tendency is to focus our prayers on our own interests, 
but thankfully, the Holy Spirit helps us in this weakness, and will 
graciously shift our center from self to God. “He intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God” (Romans 8:27).  
 
Calling God “Abba” and “praying in (the sphere of) Spirit” has God’s 
glory front and center. Surrounded by his presence and power, we 
can count on the Spirit to enable us to pray in harmony with his will. 

 

Abba! Hear the deepest cries of my heart. Teach me to acknowledge your 
Spirit’s presence in every prayer. And Holy Spirit, intercede while I pray!  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.  

LISTENING to the LORD 
involves 

Praying in the Spirit   
 



 10 

 
 
 
 
We try to figure out why people do what they do. But we can’t really 
understand unless they tell us. Well, how does God communicate? 
 
Notice how the Holy Spirit works with God’s word: 

• The Spirit convicts, the word convicts (John 16:8; Acts 2:37) 
• The Spirit produces faith; the word produces faith (Galatians 

5:22, 25; Romans 10:17) 
• The Spirit gives life, the word gives life (John 6:63) 
• We are born of the Spirit, born of the word (John 3:5; 1 Peter 

1:23) 
• We are sanctified by the Spirit, sanctified by the word (1 

Corinthians 6:11; John 17:17) 
• We are made free by the Spirit, made free by the 

word (Romans 8:2; John 8:32) 
• We are strengthened by the Spirit, strengthened by the 

word (Ephesians 3:16; Acts 20:32) 

“‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man 
imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him’—these 
things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God. For who knows a 
person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? 
So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of 
God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given 
us by God” (1 Corinthians 2:9-12).  

 
Paul tells us to anticipate glorious insights, “even the depths of 
God.” Of course, we could never take a complete download of God all 
at once! We need a Spirit-led curriculum in our discipleship plan. 
 

Lord, I’m ready to enroll in the school of the Spirit and the Word.  
Will you create a Spirit-led curriculum for me?  

Be my teacher, Holy Spirit, and guide me into truth. Thank you, Jesus. Amen. 

LISTENING to the LORD 
produces a 

Spirit-Led Curriculum   
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When we learn to quiet ourselves in Abba’s presence, we can read 
Scripture humbly—not just for information—but with desperate 
expectation to hear his voice on each page. If we read the Bible like a 
self-improvement, do-it-yourself manual, we’ll miss the point of 
reading it. We want to encounter the Lord of Scripture in Scripture. 
 
As his Spirit brings the word to life, we’ll think higher, larger, and 
truer thoughts that are worthy of him. The gap between our world 
and the Bible world becomes permeable. The God that parted the Red 
Sea is our God. Jesus, who healed people and was raised from the 
dead, is our Lord. The same angels and demons that showed up in 
Scripture exist in our world.  

 
“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, 
for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he 
will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He 
will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All 
that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you” (John 16:13-16). 
 
The truth he speaks comes from Jesus and brings glory to Jesus. 
What he speaks is therefore an act of worship! The Holy Spirit wants 
to talk to us because when he does, he brings glory to the Son of God. 
 
On your path into biblical truth, instead of asking, “what can I get 
out of this? Or how is this relevant?” ask, “how can I get into this to the 
point that its scenes and characters are the lens I interpret my own 
life?” To use C.S. Lewis’s words, reading by immersion is “an 
experience so momentous that … [our] whole consciousness is 
changed. We become what we were not before.” 
 

Lord, I don’t want to look for inspiring sound bites in the Bible.  
Teach me to read Scripture to listen, to get pulled in, to encounter you.  
“As the Holy Spirit says, ‘Today if you hear his voice’” in the pages of 

Scripture, soften my heart to receive his guidance. Amen. 

A PATHWAY into BIBLICAL TRUTH 
requires 

 Entering into Scripture  
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We are God’s dwelling place. We are “like living stones being built up 
as a spiritual house … Jesus himself is the cornerstone, in whom the 
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord … a dwelling place for God by the Spirit” (1 Peter 2:5; 
Ephesians 2:20-22). 
 
Though the Spirit of God lives within us, many of us still rely on our 
own strength to live the Christian life. So Paul commands us to be 
“filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18). What does he mean?  
 
To be “filled with the Spirit” is to continuously draw from the fullness of 
the Spirit’s presence within us so that his life and work are obvious!  
 
Paul even prays for this to happen. He prays that God “may grant you 
to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being … 
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:16-19). 

In typical fashion, Paul’s imagery is fluid; one image leads to another 
and another. Inside God’s temple are “tablets.” We know that the 
laws given to Moses were originally written by God’s “finger” on 
stone tablets (Exodus 31:18). Amazingly, God continues to “write” his 
word—not on stone tablets—but on tender, receptive hearts. “You 
show that you are a letter from Christ … written not with ink but with 
the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets 
of human hearts” (2 Corinthians 3:3). 
 
Simply having enough information and trying to apply it is not 
discipleship. True discipleship involves incarnation. If we continually 
draw from the fullness of the Spirit while studying Scripture, the 
Holy Spirit will “write” God’s truth so deeply on our heart that it will 
incarnate (become who we are). 
 

Lord, help me to study your word in such a way that I hear the Spirit who 
inspired Scripture to begin with. Let the Spirit’s message become heart 

work—not homework—so the world may see Jesus in me. Amen. 

A PATHWAY into BIBLICAL TRUTH 
results in 

Continual “Writing”  
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Many believe that Paul used the imagery of armor from the Roman 
soldiers to whom he was chained (Ephesians 6:20). But God wears 
his own set of supernatural armor (Isaiah 11:4-5; 59:15-19). His armor 
is himself, of course, which he has graciously made available to us. 
He covers us with himself! 
 
“Those who live in the shelter of the Most High will find rest in the 
shadow of the Almighty. This I declare about the LORD : He alone is 
my refuge, my place of safety; he is my God, and I trust him … He will 
cover you with his feathers. He will shelter you with his wings. His 
faithful promises are your armor and protection” (Psalm 91:1-4, NLT).  
 
“Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 
schemes of the devil” (Ephesians 6:10-11). God wants us to be 
immovable, steadfast, and unshaken by the attacks of the enemy. To 
stand against the devil’s schemes reminds us that we’ve been 
liberated from the tyranny of his power. In Christ, we can hold our 
position, resist, and refuse to surrender ground. 
 
What are our weapons? Truth, righteousness, faith, assurance of 
salvation, prayer, and “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God” (Ephesians 6:10-18). The Spirit is not the sword; Scripture is the 
sword of the Spirit! It is the Spirit that makes God’s word so powerful.  
 
On your pathway into biblical truth, how will you wield the sword of 
the Spirit? Pray about: 
 

1. Meditating on the word (Psalm 119:11, 16) 
2. Praying the word (John 15:7; e.g., Acts 6:4)  
3. Worshipping God with the word (Colossians 3:16) 
4. Proclaiming the word as your testimony (Revelation 12:11) 

 

Lord Jesus, your resurrection has sealed Satan’s fate. I triumph over him 
now in the strength of your name. You are my armor. I resist the devil’s 

schemes to oppress, afflict, or deceive me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

A PATHWAY into BIBLICAL TRUTH 
wields 

The Sword of the Spirit  
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“Paul, you’re crazy! You’ve read too many books, spent too much time 
staring off into space! Get a grip on yourself, get back in the real 
world!” (Acts 26:24, The Message). 
 
What books did Paul read? Apparently, his books were very 
important to him. At the end of his life, Paul only wanted his cloak, 
“the books, and above all the parchments” (2 Timothy 4:13). Surely, 
among his books were a copy of the gospel, the Old Testament, and 
Jewish commentaries.  
 
Perhaps a few other books were in his library, too. When addressing 
Greek philosophers in Athens, Paul quoted Phanenomena, a book 
written by the Greek poet Aratus (Acts 17:22-34). Even his famous 
line, “in him we live and move and have our being” came 
from Cretica, a book written by a Cretan man named Epimendes. 
 
For Paul, reading books was a priority—even in his last days on earth. 
What about you? What if you read a chapter a day as part of your 
discipleship rhythm? To get the most out of a book, ask the Holy 
Spirit to converse with you and the author. 
 

• Underline interesting sentences 
• Use an asterisk to capture the best ideas 
• Write questions and comments in the margins 
• Write numbers beside sequence of points 
• Highlight the most transformative statements 

 

But what about Paul’s parchments? Why were they so valuable to 
him? Parchments made of animal skins differed from books in that 
they were specifically designed for note taking. Imagine that. Paul had a 
Disciple’s Notebook for his pathway into biblical truth! He’s quite an 
inspiration, isn’t he? 

 

Lord, lead me to books that are true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, 
commendable, excellent, and worthy of praise (Philippians 4:8). Teach me 

how to have conversations with you and the author while I read them. Amen. 

A PATHWAY into BIBLICAL TRUTH 
includes 

Well-Worn Wisdom  
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To encounter Jesus is to drink of the living water of the Spirit. “If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in 
me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of 
living water.’ Now this he said about the Spirit” (John 7:37-39). 
 
How is the Holy Spirit like a river? “Rivers of water” (literally 
“divisions of waters”) is a reference to an ancient form of irrigation. 
Canals were dug in every direction to carry “living” or moving water 
to fields in order to produce vegetation. Jesus used this image to 
describe how God’s Spirit irrigates and saturates parched lives.  
 
The Holy Spirit’s work is so thorough that Jesus called it a baptism in 
“living waters.” The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the act by which the 
Spirit places us into the body of Christ. At the moment of new birth, 
we are engulfed in his refreshing presence and redeeming power.  
 
Paul takes us one step further: “In one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body … and all were made to drink of one Spirit” (1 
Corinthians 12:13). Bringing it all together, our baptism (immersion, 
irrigation) in the Spirit is for the express purpose of becoming one 
body—the body of Christ. Drenched in the living waters of God’s 
Spirit, our heart becomes “a spring of water” from which “rivers of 
living water” flow into our relationships with others (John 4:14; 7:38-
39). 
 
Can you picture the Holy Spirit flowing back-and-forth, through you 
to others and others into you? God has set us up! He has deliberately 
placed us into a body of believers that depend on reciprocal 
edification and mutual growth. Who will you engage to gain wisdom 
for your personalized discipleship path? Let the river flow!  

May your Spirit flow from my heart like streams of water to all those who are 
dry and thirsty. Set up divine appointments with those who are drenched in 

your fullness, so that I, too, may be refreshed by your Spirit.  
Yes, Lord, let the river flow! Amen. 

ENGAGING with PEOPLE 
releases 

Rivers of Water   
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People do not nail fruit on trees. Even branches cannot bear their 
own fruit—unless they are connected to something that is alive. 
 
“Abide in me,” Jesus said, “and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 
me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing” (John 15:4-5).  
 
Just as vine branches receive nourishment from its roots in order to 
produce grapes, we also cannot produce fruit on our own. Growing in 
fruitfulness is not a mechanical process. We cannot become more 
loving or more patient by following a five-step program. No, we are 
“filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ” (Philippians 1:11). As we abide in Christ, his moral character 
grows in us.  
 
In the Bible, Christlikeness is described as the fruit of the Spirit. “The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23). Paul is 
describing Jesus! He’s describing the characteristics of the Spirit! 
The fruit of the Spirit is the Spirit’s fruit!  
 
When Paul lists the Spirit’s fruit, he is not naming different kinds of 
fruit that the Spirit gives. The fruit of the Spirit is a “singular 
plurality” or a “collective singular.” God wants, not one or two 
characteristics, but all of them growing in us.  
 
How do you know if the fruit of the Spirit is growing in you? Take a 
good look at your relationships. How do you treat the waitress at 
Applebees? How do you deal with that annoying coworker? When the 
Spirit’s fruit is growing in us, we can plant one seed and bountiful 
crops will spring up (Isaiah 32:15-20). 
 

Lord, in every encounter, bring forth your life in me. Amen. 

ENGAGING with PEOPLE 
produces 

 Bountiful Fruit  
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Some people mistakenly think that Jesus was divine, but stopped 
being divine when he became a man, and then stopped being human 
when he ascended to heaven to become divine again. Jesus’ bodily 
resurrection and ascension absolutely destroys this line of thinking. 
 
When the risen Jesus slipped through the locked doors and 
appeared to his frightened, depressed disciples, he made a special 
point of showing them his wounds—why? His scars were infallible 
proof that he was the very same Jesus who had been crucified and 
died and was now standing before them alive and well. Why didn’t he 
show up in a brand new, shiny resurrected body without any scars? 
Why did he keep the nail-cuts in his hands and feet? Why not 
dissolve that spear-slash in his resurrected body? 
 
There’s something profound here. His wounds are not open, gaping 
sores—they are healed wounds! When Jesus showed the disciples his 
hands and side, “The disciples were overjoyed, and exceedingly 
exuberant” (John 20:20). Why would they be so overjoyed to see his 
scars? It was as if the Lord were saying, “See my wounds? They heal 
yours.”  
 
Healed wounds heal wounds. Jesus ascended to heaven—not to 
abandon us—but to be present to every one of us through his Spirit. 
The very same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead resides in us 
(Romans 8:11). 
 
As you engage with people to gain wisdom, you may want to ask 
them, “What wounds has the Lord healed in your life? How do those 
healed wounds heal the wounds of others?”  
 

Thank you, Jesus, for rising with all your scars intact!  
Let your healed wounds heal my wounded heart.  

Help me to see how healed wounds can heal the wounds of others.  
As I experience your healing touch, draw me closer into the relational life 

that you intend. For Jesus’ sake, Amen. 

ENGAGING with PEOPLE 
brings 

 Healing to Old Wounds  
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Courage requires an absurd amount of humility. It’s like being 
broken and gutsy at the same time. Courageous humility will take us 
to places we’ve never noticed before. “Constrained by the Spirit, not 
knowing what will happen,” we will even dare to do things we’d 
rather not (Acts 20:22).  
 
When you just want to “help the weak, remembering the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive’” (Acts 20:24, 35), you know you have befriended courageous 
humility. But there are perks to having this friend! 
 
You are a prime candidate to receive manifestations of the “gifts of 
the Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12-14; Romans 12:6-8).  
 
Like the Spirit’s fruit, the gifts of the Spirit are the Spirit’s work 
within us, continuing Jesus’ ministry through us. But the gifts differ 
from fruit in that the Holy Spirit distributes his gifts individually, to each 
person as he sees fit (1 Corinthians 13:11). The Spirit decides who gets 
what gifts—not us. We can only hold on to our friend, courageous 
humility, and “earnestly desire the spiritual gifts” (1 Corinthians 14:1). 
 
The purpose of the gifts of the Spirit is to minister blessings. We 
dare not minimize these manifestations, no matter how small they 
may seem. The key is the reception, awareness, and participation in 
what the Spirit is graciously and sovereignly doing in all of us. He is 
building us up in love.  
 
As you engage with people along your discipleship path, be 
courageously humble to receive the Spirit’s gifts—to bless the people 
around you and be blessed by them.  
 
Lord, I may not know the difference between a spiritual gift and the abilities 

you’ve given me. But use all that I am—my God-given talents and the gifts 
you manifest in me. I will pursue love and earnestly desire your gifts.  

And I will gladly receive your gifts through others. Amen! Praise the Lord! 

ENGAGING with PEOPLE 
summons 

 The Gifts of the Spirit  
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The Holy Spirit is not like Google maps. We don’t type in where we 
want to go and presto! There’s a blue line on our phone to chart our 
course.  
 
Simon made a similar mistake. As soon as he found out about the 
awesome power of the Holy Spirit, he wanted to buy “this power” 
(Acts 8:18-19). But discipleship is not about how to get control of 
“this power.” The Holy Spirit cannot be used or controlled by anyone.  
 
We may be tempted to think, “I like to be in control. I don’t like 
surprises. I need to know where I’m going!” But the Holy Spirit wants 
to lead the dance. How will you know where he’s leading you?  
 
The Holy Spirit is like the wind. “The wind blows wherever it pleases. 
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where 
it is going” (John 3:7-8). Even though we can’t see the Spirit, we can 
see his movement (Acts 2:3-4). We see him blowing through a 
sanctuary as it fills with songs of praise. We feel a gentle breeze in a 
sermon soothing our heart. And we sense when a gust of wind leads 
us down Serendipity Street. 
 
Serendipity is usually defined as dumb luck; however, its original 
meaning was very different. In 1754, Horace Walpole read a Persian 
fairy tale about three princes from the Isle of Serendip. Wherever the 
princes travelled, they were always making delightful discoveries by 
accident, of things which they were not looking for. Walpole created a 
new word, “serendipity,” to describe a life of heightened awareness.  
 
When the wind is blowing, you can expect the Spirit’s delightful 
presence moving you into new adventures—both big and small. “Are 
your ears awake? Listen. Listen to the Wind Words, the Spirit blowing 
through the churches” (Revelation 2:7, The Message). What 
discoveries will you find on your serendipitous path? 
 

Lord, let me feel the wind beneath my feet. I trust you. Amen. 

TAKING on NEW ADVENTURES 
entails 

 Looking for the Wind  
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“If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit” (Galatians 
5:25). Our walk in the Spirit demands that we “walk in him”—that is, 
in light of all that Christ has done for us at the cross (Colossians 2:6).  
 
In doing so, we can sum up every personalized discipleship roadmap 
this way: we are learning to “live in him” as our life source and 
“move” with the Spirit as our guide as we “have our being” in our 
new creation identity in Christ (Acts 17:28).  
 
The Spirit of truth is like an inner compass in our lives—always 
drawing us deeper in Jesus, closer to one another, and wider in the 
kingdom. As we follow Christ, the Holy Spirit reveals God’s will and 
leads us in God’s timing.  
 
After the Lord poured out the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ disciples, the 
Spirit led them in profound ways. The Spirit told them where to go 
(Acts 11:12) and where not to go (Acts 16:6). He does the same for us 
today.  
 
We are more likely to sense the Holy Spirit’s guidance if we are 
actively listening for him in faith. We are more likely to see the Holy 
Spirit’s direction if we are looking for his movement. When he 
prompts us, we will “seek first the kingdom of God” and enjoy the 
grace-filled reality of God’s reign (Matthew 6:33).  
 
Our discipleship path is simply a means of grace for God’s Spirit to 
saturate the earth with the good news that Jesus reigns! Because the 
Spirit will one day flood the whole of creation, our task as Spirit-
filled, Spirit-led Christians is to walk in the Spirit by finding creative 
ways to touch every nook and cranny of the world for the glory of the 
Lord.  
 

Lord, I trust your Spirit to be my guide. By your grace, I will seek first your 
kingdom, and say, ‘yes,’ to the Spirit’s promptings so that the world around 

me may know that Jesus is Lord. For your glory, Jesus. Amen. 

TAKING on NEW ADVENTURES 
involves 

 Walking in the Spirit  
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“It is to your advantage that I go away,” Jesus said, “for if I do not go 
away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to 
you. He will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 
concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will 
see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this 
world is judged” (John 16:7-11).  
 
Notice that the holy “Helper” (God’s Spirit) is sent to us so that we 
may be a strong to witness to the King’s sovereign rule over the world.  
 
According to NT Wright, “Jesus declares that when the Spirit comes, 
he will prove the world wrong about sin, righteousness and 
judgment. The world is getting it wrong; and the Spirit will call 
everyone to account. But how will the Spirit do that? Not 
independently of those to whom the Spirit is given. It would be all too 
easy to read that passage as if the Spirit would just go ahead and do 
it and we would sit on the sidelines watching passively. No: the Spirit 
will call the world to account through us, through our speaking, yes, 
but just as much through our common life, our witnessing life, our 
own struggles for holiness and unity, our refusal to obey rulers when 
they tell us to disobey God, coupled with our peacemaking and 
health-giving lives which demonstrate that the gospel doesn’t make 
us cross-grained and awkward for the sake of it but rather 
community-builders, joy-bringers, culture-makers, homemakers, 
wisdom-bringers.” 
 
The Holy Spirit takes his place as “the Helper” to carry Jesus’ 
mission forward through Spirit-filled people (John 14:16-17, 26; 16:7-15). 
He is with us and in us “calling the world to account through us.”  
 

As I walk on “Serendipity Street” each day, Lord, free me from the fear of 
rejection. Deliver me from apathy and passivity.  

Release the Helper in me to speak the truth in love, to bring healing, 
restoration, and reconciliation to the people I encounter each day.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

TAKING on NEW ADVENTURES 
includes 

 Speaking Truth in Love  
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Our discipleship path will one day lead us into the greatest 
adventure of all when Jesus “transforms our lowly body to be like his 
glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all 
things to himself” (Philippians 3:20-21).  
 
What happened to Jesus will happen to us! “If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he … will also give life to 
your mortal bodies through his Spirit” (Romans 8:9-11). 
 
It is God’s investment that will give life to our mortal body—not to free us 
into some disembodied existence—but to transform our existing 
body. Paul uses the analogy of a seed to describe it. When a seed is 
sown, it “dies” to become a plant: “it is sown in weakness; it is raised 
in power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body” (1 
Corinthians 15:43-44). The terms “natural” body and “spiritual” body 
reflect the nature of the body before and after the resurrection.  
 
In other words, “spiritual” is an adjective describing a real physical 
body that is completely infused by God’s Spirit. 
 
Our present body is decaying, subject to illness, injury and death. 
But our future body will be incorruptible, ever-flourishing, immortal, 
pain-free, and able to “hold the weight of glory” because it will be 
totally infused and animated by the Holy Spirit for all eternity (2 
Corinthians 4:17). 
 
New adventures usually take us out of our comfort zone; and yet, 
they are preparing us for the age to come! We are destined for 
eternal life on a resurrected earth. What an adventure that will be! God’s 
investment, which we’ve already received, will burst forth into full 
reality as we stand in God’s presence and be filled with his glory.  
 

Thank you, Lord, for fully investing in us! “May the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us” 

always. Amen! Hallelujah! (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

TAKING on NEW ADVENTURES 
ultimately means 

 Resurrection! 
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