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What happens to Christians when they die? 
 
God plans our birth day and our death day. “In your book were 
written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, 
when as yet there was none of them” (Psalm 139:16). A certain 
number of days are ordained for each of us by God. So what 
happens to us when we die?  
 
There is only one example in Scripture that details the death of 
a Christian: Stephen, the first martyr. But why only one? Why not 
more in-depth stories? Is there a reason? Is Stephen’s 
experience what every Christian will experience in death?  
 
The circumstances surrounding death varies from person to 
person. However, for those who trust in Christ, the entrance door 
is the same. What if Jesus follows the same protocol as he did 
with Stephen? 
 
1. “Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw 

the glory of God” (Acts 7:55). Heaven will open to disclose 
God’s glory.  

Notice that no one else saw heaven open—only the one dying. 
Whether our eyes are open or closed, in our final moments, 
heaven will open to reveal God’s glory. What is the glory of God? 
God’s glory is the fullest, visible expression of God’s entire being, 
His utter splendor and supreme beauty. We will see His face—
and we won’t need our glasses!  
 
Jesus prayed this would happen: “Father, I desire that they also, 
whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 
glory that you have given me because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world” (John 17:24). God answers this prayer 
every time a believer faces death.  
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God will not be veiled. He is going to manifest a profound and 
endless demonstration of His glory to us the moment we see 
Him. In the meantime, we stand in grace and “rejoice in the hope 
of the glory of God” (Romans 5:2). 
 
2. Stephen said, “Look, I see heaven open and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:56). We’ll have a 
face-to-face meet-and-greet with Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God.  

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God” (Matthew 
5:8). Imagine that! The God of the universe is our great reward. 
We will experience the personal presence of Jesus. The apostle 
Paul confirms this: “To me, living means having Christ. To die 
means that I would have more of Him. If I keep on living here in 
this body, it means that I can lead more people to Christ. I do not 
know which is better. There is a strong pull from both sides. I 
have a desire to leave this world to be with Christ, which is much 
better” (Philippians 1:21-23, NLT). 
 
We will hear the tone of His voice, see His facial expressions and 
body language, and experience the millions of small ways He will 
relate to us. Our faith will be sight—we will see God and we will 
wonder how we could have ever doubted His goodness, His 
promises, His plan for us. 
 
Isn’t it also interesting that Jesus stood up at the death of one 
of His own? Why would he do that? To welcome us home? To 
cheer? To honor us somehow? Fabulous. 
 
3. Stephen “fell on his knees and cried out, ‘Lord, do not hold 

this sin against them’” (Acts 7:60). Before we go, we’ll likely 
be exceptionally merciful. 

Stunning. Stephen was actually aware of the people who hurt 
him. Why? Seeing Jesus face-to-face will be like seeing 
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everything through His lens (people, ourselves, our entire life). 
Sin has caused us a lot of hurt and pain, but when we see Truth 
face-to-face, our minds will be clearer; when we see Love up-
close and personal, our hearts will soften.  
 
Perhaps our greatest deliverance in heaven will be from 
ourselves. We’ll wonder why we were so annoyed with people and 
want to forgive all who have hurt us. C.S. Lewis had it right: “Joy 
is the serious business of heaven.” In our last moments, we will 
finally be free from our twisted way of looking at life and enter 
the freedom of the joy of the Lord.  
 
4. Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” and then he 

“fell asleep” (Acts 7:59-60). Christ will receive our spirit 
(soul) as our body “falls asleep.”  

There is no purgatory (a place for people to do penance for their 
sins before going to heaven). There is no waiting room. At death, 
when our soul separates from our body, our soul goes 
immediately into God’s presence while our body “falls asleep.”  
 
Early Christians even called their burial grounds, “sleeping 
places,” and from this term derives the word, “cemetery.” To “fall 
asleep” is a figure of speech that describes the part of us that 
“lies down” or “sleeps”—our body (e.g., 1 Thessalonians 4:14; 
5:10). Just as sleep has its awakening, so our body will have its 
awakening when Christ transforms our body into a resurrected 
physical body.  
 
5. Not only did the most unlikely person come to faith in Christ 

(the apostle Paul!), the gospel continued to spread (Acts 8:1-
4). God’s kingdom will advance without us.  

One can’t help but wonder . . . how many of our unsaved loved 
ones (and enemies) will come to faith in Christ after we’ve 
entered into glory?  
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Stoning is not pain free (like most kinds of death). But if Jesus 
responds to us like he did with Stephen, then it’s really true: 
“where, O death, is your sting?” (1 Corinthians 15:54-55). It’s 
gone. We still grieve over death, we no longer fear it. In 
conquering death, Jesus has “set free all who have lived their 
lives as slaves to the fear of dying” (Hebrews 2:14-15, NLT).  
 
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, 
or sword? . . . No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor 
life . . . nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:35-
39). 
 
His resurrection power is evident in and through and over and 

beyond death. 
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What is going on in heaven? 
 
The present heaven is a realm in which our souls exist between 
death and the future bodily resurrection. It is not our final 
destination. It is our temporary lodging. In fact, the present 
heaven will be ultimately changed and relocated on the New 
Earth. 
 
The Bible confirms that there is another dimension of reality 
than the one we see and know in our space and time. Heaven is 
a present reality—it’s just an unseen reality. We learned from 
Paul that “to live is Christ” and to die means that we will have 
more of Him; therefore, Paul said, “I have a desire to leave this 
world to be with Christ, which is much better (Philippians 1:21-
23, NLT). This state is “much better” than our present existence. 
Why?  
 
The present heaven is much better than this present life 
because we are with Christ and fully and consciously enjoying 
His personal presence. If in dying we are suddenly unconscious 
until the resurrection, wouldn’t it be better to remain in this life? 
At least we could enjoy conscious fellowship with Christ! We 
would be hard pressed to say that a state of complete 
unconsciousness in the presence of Jesus is “gain.” To live is 
Christ and to die is to be immediately fully conscious of the 
manifest presence of the Lord. 

 
Are there clocks and calendars in the present heaven? Do we 
completely step out of time? To some degree, believers do step 
into eternity; however, the martyrs in heaven clarify a few things 
for us. They “cried out with a loud voice, ‘O Sovereign Lord, holy 
and true, how long before You will judge and avenge our blood 
on those who dwell on the earth?’” (Revelation 6:10). Not only are 
they conscious, they can express themselves to God—and He 
answers them. They are also fully aware of what happened 
during their time on earth and they are fully aware of time 
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passing on earth. They are asking how long before 
righteousness, truth, and justice prevails. They long for Jesus to 
physically return to earth to right all wrongs.  
 
But note particularly that the martyrs do not say they are 
observing life on earth. Heaven’s inhabitants are not looking 
down and cheering us on like spectators in a stadium. When the 
writer of Hebrews refers to our being “surrounded by great a 
cloud of witnesses” (12:1), he is saying that the believers in 
heaven are witnesses because their lives testify of the value of 
trusting God no matter what happens on earth (cf. the context 
of Hebrews 11). Our comfort comes not from knowing they can 
see us, but that they see Jesus.  

 
Where is the present heaven? Is it a place or space within our 
universe or outside our universe? No one can say for certain. 
Either way, we cannot see it unless it is opened to us! It is likely 
that the present heaven and earth dwell in two different 
dimensions that are closely related, yet not far from each other. 
One day the two will be completely integrated (Revelation 21-22).  

Wherever heaven is located, we know that it has a “welcome 
home” mat! “We walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good 
courage, we would rather be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:6-8).  

Some of our most cherished moments are associated with the 
word “home.” It’s the one place we feel loved, accepted, and at 
peace. When the present heaven opens up to us, we will feel at 
home with Jesus—that is, fully loved, fully accepted, completely 
whole, and at peace. 

The inhabitants of heaven are described as “the spirits of the 
righteous made perfect” (Hebrews 12:23). The word “perfect” in 
the Bible is best understood as “complete” or “whole”—
specifically in regard to something flourishing in its intended 
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function. Yes, let that sink in for a minute. Believers in heaven 
are not only free from sin and pain, free from struggling and 
selfishness, free to love and be loved without rejection, they are 
free to flourish in their intended purpose.  

Our loved ones are more alive, more vigorous, more energetic 
than they’ve ever been before! They are finally free to be what 
God has created them to be. Why in the world would they sit 
around polishing halos? They’re way too busy! People are 
worshipping and serving God in heaven. 

“They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night 
in his temple; and He who sits on the throne will shelter them 
with His presence. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their Shepherd, 
and He will guide them to springs of living water, and God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes” (Revelation 7:15-17). They 
are whole and complete in Christ and thriving in their God-given 
gifts! 

Jesus said, “In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to Myself that where I am you may be also” (John 14:2-3). 
Your “place” is being prepared! Some construction is going on.  

In John’s vision of the future, he saw the completion of this 
heavenly project. It’s called “the New Jerusalem.” This heavenly 
city doesn’t just appear; it’s prepared in the present heaven, 
“prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” to come to earth 
(Revelation 21:2). This city reflects the lives of all those who love 
Jesus—after all, the Church is “the Bride, the Lamb’s wife” 
(Revelation 21:9-10). God is building the New Jerusalem to fully 
reflect His glory in and through the faithful works of His people.  
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Although God is the “designer and builder” of this heavenly city 
(Hebrews 11:10, 16), believers in heaven are not sitting around 
watching Him do all the work. They’ve been set free to flourish in 
their intended purpose! We are “God’s fellow workers” in this life 
and “workers together with Him” in our life after life (1 
Corinthians 3:9; 2 Corinthians 6:1).  

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth but store up 
treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:19-20). Are we storing up 
treasures to put in heaven’s trophy case? No. The treasure of all 
that we are and all we have done by God’s grace is being “stored 
up” to be used to contribute to the New Jerusalem—of course, 
according to God’s design. The present heaven is the place 
where God’s purposes for the future are stored and “kept safe”—
because what Christ has done in us is critical to the age to come.  

“Blessed are the dead who die in Lord . . . for their deeds follow 
them” (Revelation 14:13). All that we do now in faith, hope, and 
love—through the Spirit’s power—will be enhanced, transformed, 
and useful in the present heaven and on the future new earth. 
Training for the age to come begins here and now and doesn’t 
suddenly grind to a halt in the present heaven. We will 
experience wholeness, holiness, a heightened sense of joy in all 
that Christ has done, and we’ll be busy!  

Life in the present heaven will be more real, more satisfying, 
more relationally fulfilling than our present experience, and 

yet it’s not our final destination. 
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What will happen when Jesus returns? 

Our ultimate “blessed hope” is “the glorious appearing of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). When the 
majestic personal presence of Jesus returns, He will 
consummate God’s kingdom in all its fullness and judge those 
who have defied Him.  
 
Although it is not for us to know the exact time “that the Father 
has fixed by His own authority” (Acts 1:7), there are three signs 
that will precede Jesus’ return. Their purpose is to assure us that 
Jesus is coming back—in spite of the fact that two of the three 
signs are unpleasant. 
 
1. There will be evidence of gospel proclamation. “This gospel 

of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations; then the end will come” 
(Matthew 24:14). What is meant by “a testimony”? The gospel 
must become a force to be reckoned with by the nations of 
the world. In other words, the gospel will be so “loud” in every 
nation that it cannot be ignored—but not necessarily 
received. Only God will know when this sign is fully realized. 

 
2. There will be evidence of rejecting Christ. “That day will not 

come until the rebellion occurs” (2 Thessalonians 2:3). 
Apostasy has certainly occurred throughout history, but Paul 
puts the definite article before this one. The final apostasy 
will not be different than others; it will be intensified—
because those who “fall away” will be outwardly associated 
with the visible church. True believers, of course, will always 
want to follow close to Jesus (John 10:27-29; 1 Peter 1:3-5). The 
last apostasy will be intensified by “the man of lawlessness” 
who will reflect past “antichrists” (1 John 2:1; 2 Thessalonians 
2:3-8). God has detained his appearance until an appointed 
time—which will be very short. 
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3. There will be evidence of persecution. Jesus’ coming will be 
preceded by a great tribulation (Matthew 24:29-20). There 
has always been tribulation in the world (John 16:33). Yet 
there will be a final, climactic, intensified persecution in 
which believers “will be hated by all nations” (Matthew 24:9). 
Jesus tells us that the days of the great tribulation will be 
shortened for the sake of the church: “If those days had not 
been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the 
sake of the elect those days will be cut short” (Matthew 
24:22). The church (“the elect”) will need to persevere. When 
these signs occur, we must not be fearful but accept them as 
birth pangs of a better world in the age to come. Jesus simply 
calls us to watch and be ready (Matthew 24:42-44; 25:13). 

 
Accompanied by His mighty angels in flaming fire, Jesus’ return 
in glory will be sudden, like lightning, and unexpected. “The day 
of the Lord will come like a thief in the night, while people are 
saying, “There is peace and security” (1 Thessalonians 5:2-3). 
There is nothing secret or hidden about it; “every eye will see 
Him” (Revelation 1:7). “All the nations of the earth” will mourn 
when they “see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, 
with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:30; 2 Thessalonians 
1:8-9). But for Christians, there will be praise and glory and honor 
when Christ “comes on that day to be glorified in His saints, and 
to be marveled at among all who have believed” (1 Peter 1:7).  
 
Christ will appear “with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel, with the trumpet call of God” (1 Thessalonians 4:16). 
Why so loud? What does this mean?  
 
In ancient times, when a visiting king went toward a city, his 
herald would run before him to announce the coming of the king 
with trumpet blast and audible words. A greeting committee 
would go out to meet the king as a public welcome to escort him 
back to their town (e.g., Acts 28:15). Notice when Jesus “will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of 
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an archangel, with the sound of the trumpet of God, the dead in 
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air” (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17). All believers will accompany 
King Jesus back to earth because the King is coming to 
establish His kingdom on the earth! 
 
We will all meet Him “in the air”? What does that mean? It is the 
resurrection of our bodies! “We shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, 
and we shall be changed” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52). What God has 
done in Christ’s resurrection is what He intends to do for us!  
 
Joni Eareckson Tada beautifully shares her perspective: 
“Somewhere in my broken, paralyzed body is the seed of what I 
shall become … with shriveled, bent fingers, atrophied muscles, 
gnarled knees, no feeling from the shoulders down … can you 
imagine the hope the splendor of resurrected legs gives 
someone like me? … No other religion promises new bodies, 
hearts and minds. Only in the gospel of Christ do hurting people 
find such incredible hope.” 
 
Job, too, boldly declared his faith in the resurrection of his 
disease-ridden body. “I know my Redeemer lives, and at the last 
He will stand upon the earth. After my skin has been destroyed, 
yet in my flesh I shall see God” (Job 19:25-27).  
 
Christ’s resurrection is the pledge, the guarantee of our future 
resurrection. “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live” (John 11:25). 
“Because I live,” Jesus said, “you will live also” (John 14:19).  
 
According to Paul, “our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we 
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our 
lowly body to be like His glorious body, by the power that enables 
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Him even to subject all things to Himself” (Philippians 3:20-21). 
“Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall 
also bear the image of the Man of heaven” (1 Corinthians 15:49).  
 
What happened to Jesus will happen to us! 
 
“If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, He … will also give life to your mortal bodies through His 
Spirit” (Romans 8:9-11). The resurrection is the work of the Holy 
Spirit. He will give life to our mortal body—not to free us into 
some disembodied existence—but to transform our existing 
body.  
 
Paul uses the analogy of a seed to describe our future body. 
When a seed is sown, it “dies” to become a plant: “What is sown 
is perishable; what is raised is imperishable . . . It is sown in 
weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body” (1 Corinthians 15:42-44). The terms 
“natural” body and “spiritual” body reflect the nature of the 
body before and after the resurrection. In other words, 
“spiritual” is an adjective describing a real physical body that is 
so completely infused by God’s Spirit that we will be totally 
animated and directed by the Lord for all eternity!  
 
We are experiencing a mere shadow, a trace of our future. “We 
don’t yet see things clearly. We’re squinting in a fog, peering 
through a mist. But it won’t be long before the weather clears 
and the sun shines bright! We’ll see it all then, see it all as clearly 
as God sees us, knowing Him directly just as he knows us! But 
for right now, until that completeness, we have three things to 
do to lead us toward that consummation: Trust steadily in God, 
hope unswervingly, love extravagantly. And the best of the three 
is love” (1 Corinthians 13:12-13, The Message). 
 
Our present body is corruptible, decaying, subject to illness, 
injury and death. But our future body will be incorruptible, ever-
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flourishing, immortal, pain-free, and able to “hold the weight of 
glory” because it will be animated by the Holy Spirit (2 
Corinthians 4:17).  
 
“This perishable body must put on the imperishable” (1 
Corinthians 15:53-54)—why? We must change because we are 
destined for eternal life on a permanent resurrected earth! We 
long to be “further clothed so that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life” (1 Corinthians 5:4).  
 
This new life, which we already possess, will burst forth into full 
bodily reality as we stand in God’s presence and be filled with 
His glory (Colossians 3:4). “We know that when He appears we 
shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2).  
 

Maranatha! Yes, come Lord Jesus! 
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Are there rewards in heaven? 
 
Jesus said, “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven” (Matthew 5:12). What did He mean?  
 
Are we saved by grace and then placed into a good works reward 
program? Are there different kinds of rewards in heaven? Will 
there be a rewards ceremony? Will some walk around with 
crowns on their heads while others do not?  
 
Do we do good because we want to be rewarded? Or do we do 
good out of fear of being the only one in heaven without a crown? 
Neither seem like proper motives for serving the Lord. Moreover, 
Jesus tells us that “apart from me, you can do nothing” (John 
15:5). How can we accept any reward when his Spirit gives us the 
enablement to do anything good? Is it not the fruit of His own 
grace within us? Are rewards compatible with grace? 

In Jesus’ parable of the laborers (Matthew 20:1-16), the workers 
who labored all day thought they’d be paid more than those who 
came at the last hour. Then Jesus shocks us all by telling us that 
they are paid the same wages! “The last will be first, and the first 
last,” that is, no matter how long believers serve God during 
their lifetime, the “wage/reward” is the same: eternal life in the 
presence of Lord. Amazingly, in the moment of his confession of 
faith in Jesus, the thief on the cross received the same 
“wage/reward” as the apostle Paul.   
 

Will only some believers receive crowns in heaven? No. The gift 
of eternal life is often described as a symbolic “crown.” For 
example, “Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They 
do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable” (1 
Corinthians 9:25). Paul is not saying some Christians will come 
in first place or second or third; he is contrasting finishing the 
race with not finishing at all. Unlike an athletic race where there 
is only one winner, Paul’s point is that all Christians must 
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persevere. The “crown of righteousness” awarded to all who love 
Jesus’ appearing can hardly be a reward that is given to some 
and not others in view of Paul’s conclusion: “which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to 
me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing” (1 Timothy 
4:8). The “crown of life” (James 1:12) and the “crown of glory” (1 
Peter 5:4) applies to all believers because although we don’t 
always respond graciously to every trial, all of us do 
sometimes—by the grace of God! 

Will only some receive a prize—like “the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ” (Philippians 3:14)? No. This upward call is not a 
special prize for only a few. All believers are to press on toward 
the goal, the prize of being called upward—that is, up and out of 
death! The prize is the resurrection of our body. We want to know 
Christ— “yes, to know the power of His resurrection and 
participation in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His 
death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the 
dead” (Philippians 3:10-11, NIV). 
 

Perhaps part of our struggle is that we’re so used to associating 
the word, “reward,” with reward cards, earning enough points, 
and winning trophies. But there is a difference between arbitrary 
rewards, which have nothing to do with the activity being 
rewarded, and proper rewards, which are intrinsic to the activity 
itself. Jesus emphasized proper rewards—which means that 
believers will receive the reward of contributing to God’s 
kingdom, now and in the age to come. There is joy in living for 
Christ and being like Christ now and forevermore!  
 

In the present heaven and the age to come, we will be rewarded 
by being confirmed as the sort of people who enjoy doing good 
because that is who we are! Every act of love, gratitude, 
kindness, care, comfort and support, every prayer, every random 
act of kindness will find its way through Christ’s resurrection 
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power into the age to come. We are building for a kingdom that 
will never end.  
 
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as 
your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ” (Colossians 3:23-
24). This rewarding inheritance “is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:4). Our present 
life is not worthless just because our body dies. We’re building 
for a kingdom that never ends!  

What is God looking for in our “work”? “We must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 
what is due Him for the things done while in the body, whether 
good or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10). What does this mean? The 
Greek word, “good,” means “useful, beneficial; “bad” means 
“foolish, worthless” (not evil or sinful). So, what is useful to God?  
 
Surely, God’s kingdom is an upside-down kingdom. The least are 
greatest, the last are first; what we think are insignificant deeds 
are a big deal. Just giving someone a cup of cold water “will by 
no means lose his reward” (Mark 9:31). Jesus focuses not on 
grand achievements but rather on humble, unassuming, daily 
acts of kindness done “in secret” (Matthew 25:35). All that we do 
now in faith, hope, love now is being “stored up” in heaven to be 
enhanced, transformed, and used in heaven and carried over 
into the age to come. 
 

Church leaders must build on the foundation of Christ: “For no 
one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw—each one’s work will become 
manifest, for … it will be revealed by fire … to test what sort of 
work each one has done” (1 Corinthians 3:10-13). In this chapter, 
Paul’s point is that ministry leaders are constructing a great 
temple: God’s church (1 Corinthians 3:16-17). Some are building 
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with the best materials—gold, silver, precious stones; while 
others are building with poor quality stuff—wood, hay and 
stubble. We humbly pray that our ministry efforts will carry over 
into the present heaven and the age to come.  
 

The Lord “will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one 
will receive his commendation from God” (1 Corinthians 4:5). 
What is God looking for in our heart?  
 
1. Love. Nothing counts but “faith working through love” 

(Galatians 5:6). “If I speak with the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or 
a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith 
that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my 
body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3, NIV). Jesus said, “love your 
enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without 
expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be 
great, and you will be children of the Most High, because He 
is kind to the ungrateful and wicked” (Luke 6:35). 

 
2. Giving God all the glory and honor He richly deserves. 

“Whatever you do, do all to glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). 
God has “handed over all judgment to the Son, so that 
everyone should honor the Son just as they honor the Father” 
(John 5:23-24).  
 

3. Reliance on His Spirit. Notice how Paul puts it: “I 
toil, struggle with all His energy that He powerfully works 
within me” (Colossians 1:29). We can give 100% because His 
Spirit dwells within us. He inspires us and gives us the 
strength and resolve to do what we do! Let us say along with 
Paul, “by the grace of God I am what I am, His grace toward 
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me was not in vain … I worked harder … though it was not I, 
but the grace of God with me” (1 Corinthians 15:10).  
 

4. Faithfulness. “It is required that those who have been given 
a trust must prove faithful”—not necessarily successful (1 
Corinthians 4:2)! We want to be faithful in the daily grind and 
in the painful lessons of love here and now. We long to hear 
Jesus say to us, “well done, good and faithful servant” 
(Matthew 25:21). 
 

5. Humility. We seek to do things under the radar knowing that 
our “Father who sees in secret will reward” us (Matthew 6:1-
18). We understand what Jesus said in one of His parables: 
“So you also, when you have done everything you were told to 
do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done 
our duty’” (Luke 17:10). 

 
Life after life will be rewarding because God Himself is our 
“exceedingly great reward” (Genesis 15:1; cf. 1 John 2:8-9).  
 

Although the Lord is certainly rewarding enough, we also 
have the chance to learn the character-skills necessary for 

an eternally rewarding life. 
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Why is the new earth our final destination? 
 
Are you a glass half full or glass half empty kind of person? 
Some people believe that life on earth will gradually get better 
and better. Others aren’t so optimistic! They’re convinced that 
eventually the world will plunge into despair.  
 
The Bible, however, offers a different view of the future: Jesus is 
Lord. He rules the world with truth and grace! Christ’s ascension 
to heaven demands that we think differently about everything. 
“All authority is given to me,” he said, “in heaven and earth” 
(Matthew 28:18). One day His rule will manifest to the entire 
world.  
 
The Christian belief in the new earth is an important one. Why? 
Physically resurrected bodies that are designed to live for 
eternity must have a physical environment that can sustain 
God’s manifest presence.  
 
Our supreme hope is not to stay in heaven after we die, but to 
live forever as resurrected people on the new earth when heaven 
and earth are no longer separate. We must prepare for the big 
merger for earth is not a place to escape from—but the place for 
Christ’s return to establish His eternal reign. 
 
Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension has cosmic 
implications. What God has done in Christ’s resurrection is what 
He intends to do for us and to the entire cosmos with all its 
history. Notice the big picture: God has made “known to us the 
mystery of His will, according to His purpose, which He set forth 
in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in 
Him, things in heaven and things on earth” (Ephesians 1:10). 
Uniting all things in heaven and earth—that is what God is doing 
in history. (Which is quite miraculous considering all the 
division and injustice in the world)!  
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Christ’s redemption includes God’s good earth.  
 

• “In Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His 
cross” (Colossians 1:19-20). 

 

• “The creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of 
the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, 
not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in 
hope that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God” (Romans 8:19-20).  
 

• “The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14). 
 

• “Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time 
for restoring all the things about which God spoke by His 
holy prophets long ago” (Acts 3:21). 

 
Jesus came to heal the damage, redeem what’s been frustrated, 
and liberate what’s been enslaved. All of history is working 
toward the goal of answering the Lord’s Prayer in which “thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven,” the children of God are 
revealed and flourishing in their intended purpose, and “Christ 
is all, and in all” (Matthew 6:10; Romans 8:20; Colossians 3:11).  
 
The world we shall enter at the Second Coming of Christ “is 
therefore not another world; it is this world, this heaven, this 
earth; both . . . renewed. It is these forests, these fields, these 
cities, these streets, these people, that will be the scene of 
redemption. At present they are battlefields, full of the strife and 
sorrow of the not yet accomplished consummation; then they 
will be fields of victory, fields of harvest, where out of seed that 
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was sown with tears the everlasting sheaves will be reaped and 
brought home” (Edward Thurneysen). 
 
God does not destroy the works of His hands; He shakes 
everything so that they may finally reach the goal for which He 
created them. “Let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken. For God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:26-
29). In 2 Peter 3:7-13, Peter draws a parallel between the earth in 
Noah’s day (which was “destroyed” by water) and the present 
world (which will be “destroyed” by fire). The flood was 
devastating, but it did not obliterate the earth. In like manner, 
the earth will undergo an intense purification without 
completely destroying it. Jesus admits His desire to “bring fire 
on the earth,” but His refining fire will not be kindled until He 
returns to set the world ablaze to renew it (Luke 12:49).  
 
“If God would have to annihilate the present cosmos,” writes 
Anthony Hoekema, “Satan would have won a great victory. For 
then Satan would have succeeded in so devastatingly 
corrupting the present cosmos and the present earth that God 
could do nothing with it but to blot it totally out of existence. But 
Satan did not win such a victory. On the contrary, Satan has been 
decisively defeated. God will reveal the full dimensions of that 
defeat when He shall renew this very earth on which Satan 
deceived mankind and finally banish from it all the results of 
Satan’s evil.” 

“The meek will inherit the (new heavenly) earth” (Matthew 5:5). 
All the glory, honor of history will be brought to the Lord, and 
then utilized (Revelation 21:24, 26). The present earth is a mere 
reflection of its future. The desert will blossom, burning sand 
will transform into fountains of water, mountains will drip with 
the finest wine—even the wolves and lambs will nap together 
(Isaiah 11:6-9)!  
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“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright 
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 
through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side 
of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding 
its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing 
of the nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His servants will 
worship Him. They will see His face, and His name will be on their 
foreheads. And night will be no more. They will need no light of 
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will 
reign forever and ever” (Revelation 22:1-5). 

We will face our past in light of Christ’s love. History will not be 
eradicated but redeemed. Imagine discovering and exploring 
the wonders of God’s new creation! The blind will see, the deaf 
will hear, the lame will leap like deer, and the mute will shout for 
joy in an eternal state of holiness and continual fellowship in 
God’s presence.  
 
Imagine the new projects we’ll tackle! There will be plenty of 
work to do and we’ll love it.  
 
The interests and talents we’ve been given in this life will be 

enhanced as we live in the presence of His unveiled glory 
and be filled with that glory. 
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