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When reading Revelation, we must constantly remind ourselves that 
this book is an apocalyptic-prophecy-epistle. What is that? 

 

1. Revelation is an epistle. John wrote this letter to seven real 
churches from the island of Patmos at the end of Domitian’s 
reign (AD 95). Domitian was demanding that everyone worship 
his statue as if he were a god. He terrorized anyone that refused 
to bow to him. John was on Patmos due to imperial banishment.  

2. Revelation is a prophecy (1:3; 22:18–19). Biblical prophecy “speaks” 
to the time of the author and into the future. This form of 
communication is like poetic impressionist paintings. They 
present God’s message through vivid images, metaphors, and 
symbols that often parallel one another.  

3. Revelation is apocalyptic. Apocalyptic literature arranges its 
material in numbered sets. When these sets are put together, the 
events they describe parallel and intensify as God exonerates the 
righteous and brings an end to history. Thus, when John says, 
“then I saw” countless times in Revelation, it only indicates the 
sequence in which John received the visions.  

 
Revelation 1 

 

The purpose of Revelation is to reveal the victorious, glorious reign of 
King Jesus (Rev 1:1). His ascension proved that “there is another king, 
Jesus” (Acts 17:7)! He alone is “seated at the right hand of God in the 
heavenly places far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age 
but also in the one to come” (Eph 1:20-23). “All authority has been 
given to me,” Jesus said, “in heaven and on earth” (Matt 28:18). “In 
putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his 
control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to 
him” (Heb 2:8). But make no mistake about it, Jesus is Lord.  
 

• Why is it important to know that the rule of Jesus Christ is not 
something that is going to happen at the end of history? 

 
 
 
 
• Read Revelation 1:1-11. 
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Revelation reveals how Jesus, “the ruler of the kings on earth,” 
actively reigns through his Spirit-filled people—a people whom Jesus 
made “a kingdom, priests to his God and Father” (Rev 1:5-6; 5:10). 
Jesus’ kingdom power operates through and becomes evident in our 
proclamation of the gospel and acts of selfless love. Even our 
worship and prayers for mercy and justice influence world affairs 
(Rev 5:8; 8:3-4). We’ll see a deliberate plan unfold that progressively 
intensifies the spiritual conflict between God’s kingdom of priests 
and the forces of evil until Jesus returns to usher in the eternal age.  
 

• John tells us that he is addressing “the things that must soon 
take place” and “those that are” and “those that are to take place 
after this” (Rev 1:1, 19). From these statements, what period of time 
does Revelation focus on? 

 
 
 

• Jesus’ message begins and ends with a blessing for those who 
not only read and hear the words of this book, but “who keep what 
is written in it” (Rev 1:3; 22:7, 9). How can we “keep” what is 
written in this book?   

 
 
 
 
King Jesus is “the Alpha” (“all things were created by him”) and “the 
Omega” (one day “he is coming with the clouds”) to consummate all 
things (Rev 1:7). He is the one “who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty” (Rev 1:8).  
 

• Read Revelation 1:12-20. When John saw the King standing in 
the midst of seven golden lampstands—that is, the seven 
churches—why do you think John responded he way he did?  

 
 
 

• To understand what Revelation 1 is about, read Daniel’s 
vision of Jesus’ ascension (Daniel 7:13-27). What does Jesus 
do with his kingdom (cf. Dan 7:27, cf. 7:18, 22)? (Hint: this is 
the main purpose of Revelation)! 
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Revelation 2-3 
 

The King that holds “the keys of Death and Hades” (Rev 1:18) and 
reigns over heaven and earth has an amazing master plan! And he 
begins with a message to his Church. What is the Spirit saying to the 
seven churches in the first century? What he says to every 
generation! In principle, the seven churches reflect the various 
challenges the Body of Christ faces in every generation.  
 

• As you read Revelation 2-3, consider how the descriptions are 
similar to what’s happening in the church today.  

 

 
 

There are always churches like the church in Ephesus (read Rev 2:1-7). 
Some churches labor faithfully for the gospel, endure patiently, and 
do not tolerate false teaching. But they are so focused on correct 
doctrine that they aren’t very loving. “He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches”: Jesus’ kingdom “conquers” 
through truth and love.  
 
There are always churches like the church in Smyrna (read Rev 2:8-11). 
Some churches suffer great persecution and need a strengthening 
word of encouragement from the One who knows all too well the pain 
of slander, ridicule, abuse, and death. In the fire of affliction, they 
have nothing but Jesus (so they have everything!). “He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches”: Jesus’ 
kingdom people “conquer” through faithfulness—not “success.”  
 
There are always churches like the church in Pergamum (read Rev 2:12-
17). Some churches are holding on to their faith in Christ in the midst 
of a satanically charged atmosphere of idolatry and wickedness. But 
unfortunately, they are also tolerating heretical teachings in the 
name of Christian freedom. “He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches”: Jesus’ kingdom people “conquer” by 
contending for the faith. 
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There are always churches like the church in Thyatira (read Rev 2:18-
28). For some churches, their diligence in ministry only increases 
with time. However, in the midst of such loving service, they openly 
embrace and encourage immoral lifestyles. “He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches”: Jesus’ kingdom 
people “conquer” through holy pursuits. 
 
There are always churches like the church of Sardis (read Rev 3:1-6). 
Some churches are really good at marketing themselves. They can 
present the image of being alive, but it’s just a show. They need to 
wake up and repent of phony faith. “He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches”: Jesus’ kingdom people 
“conquer” through authenticity and transparency. 
 
There are always churches like the church of Philadelphia (read Rev 3:7-
13). For some churches, their lack of size, resources, and money is no 
obstacle to accomplishing great things for the kingdom. God keeps 
opening doors for them! “He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches”: Jesus’ kingdom people “conquer” 
through patiently enduring one trial after another. 
 
There are always churches like the church of Laodicea (read Rev 3:14-
22). Some churches seem so self-confident, so self-sufficient, and 
prosperous—but they are clueless about their spiritual poverty. Cold 
and hot water can be used for different purposes, but lukewarm 
water is useless in God’s kingdom. “He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches”: Jesus’ kingdom people 
“conquer” through brokenness and humility. 
 

• Why would Jesus begin his message with a strong address to the 
churches? Why not just launch into the visions? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
• Take a moment to praise King Jesus for standing in our midst 

exposing threats from within, dangers from without, and calling 
us to overcome adversity, heresy, and compromise. 
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Revelation 4-5 
 

When John entered his first vision, he was not catapulted into the 
future. He got a glimpse of the present reality of heaven! John was 
invited into God’s royal “space” to see the universe from heaven’s 
perspective.  
 

• Read Revelation 4 as if you were entering the heavenly throne 
with John. Notice how the throne is surrounded by concentric 
circles of various creatures in ceaseless praise of God. His throne 
room is command central!  

 

         A VISION OF THE THRONE THAT RULES THE UNIVERSE 
 
 

 

 
         
         
 

• From this worship scene, how would do you (re)define “worship”? 
Is it more than singing hymns? 

 
 
 
 
• What is the message Jesus is sending to us through John’s 

vision of the heavenly control room?  

THR
ONETHRONE 

“around the throne was a rainbow” 

“around the throne were 24 thrones/elders” 

“around the throne are 
4 living creatures” 

“around the throne are myriads of angels” 

“around the throne … every creature in heaven and on earth” 
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God is holding a scroll. It appears to be the earth’s title deed. The only 
one worthy to open it and carry out God’s action plan for the world is 
the risen Lion-Lamb (read Rev 5:1-7). By taking the scroll, King Jesus 
accepts responsibility to cleanse the cosmos of evil in preparation 
for the new earth. He alone is worthy (i.e., deserving and capable). He 
alone has the wisdom, love, humility, and power to rule in a way that 
produces righteousness and justice and love and mercy across the 
universe. Thank goodness! 
 

• What qualities does a lion have that captures the character of 
the risen King? What qualities does a lamb have? Why do you 
think these two animals were chosen to reflect Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When Jesus takes the scroll, all creation bursts out a “new song” of 
praise (read Rev 5:8-14)! What is this new song? It is the new creation 
song! It is the song of restoration to be put into effect in “the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth” (Eph 1:10).  
 

• The good news sings about—not just going to heaven—but about 
the rescue and renewal of creation. What do you learn from 
Romans 8:19-21? 

 
 
 
 
 
Jesus is the one “whom heaven must receive until the time 
for restoring all the things” (Acts 3:20-21). In anticipation of this 
grand consummation, God’s people sing the new (creation) song: 
‘Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were 
slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every 
tribe … and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and 
they shall reign on the earth” (Rev 5:9-10). King Jesus has redeemed us 
so that we may be a kingdom of priests to reign on the earth!  
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• How does entering this scene enable you to see your life 
differently? How does the Control Room’s perspective motive you 
to persevere patiently and faithfully—despite the chaos and 
confusion in the world? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
• Don’t miss the reference to praying (Rev 5:8). How does this 

scene encourage you to pray? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Isaiah had a similar vision of God’s throne. Read Isaiah 6:1-13. 

How did Isaiah respond to his visionary “entrance” into the 
Control Room?  

 
 
 
 
 
• What did God tell Isaiah to do? 
 
 
 
 
  
 
• What is the Lord saying to you through the Revelation 4-5?  
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Revelation 6-7 
 

King Jesus is carrying out his plan—not to annihilate the planet—but 
to cleanse creation from evil and save it from being destroyed. Knowing 
that Jesus has the earth’s title deed, we can “rejoice in hope, be 
patient in tribulation, and be constant in prayer” (Rom 12:12). With 
this in mind, let’s enter into Revelation 6 and watch the Lamb open 
the seven seals. 
 

• The risen Jesus sends four horsemen to earth (read Rev 6:1-8). 
Keep in mind that there is no clear indication that the four 
horsemen are four single catastrophic events. Revelation is 
apocalyptic-prophecy, that is, its rich imagery is meant to paint a 
picture—so it’s not necessarily chronological. The picture being 
“painted” is that a fairly large percentage of people on earth will 
not die of natural causes—but rather most will die because of 
subjugation, strife, injustice, and war/famine/disease.  

 

      A VISION OF TRIBULATION ON EARTH 
Four Horsemen are Summoned to Earth 

 

         
                SUBJUGATION 

 

                                                              
                                STRIFE                               INJUSTICE 
     

         
                          WAR, FAMINE, DISEASE 
 
 

• Although there is oppression, division, injustice, war, famine, and 
disease in the world, we do not lose heart. How does Jesus’ words 
comfort us (John 11:25 and 16:33)?  
 
 
 

 “COME!” 
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• Read Zechariah 1:8-11 to find the Old Testament background to 
this vision. How does the prophet clarify God’s message in 
Revelation 6:1-8? 

 
 
 
 
• Unlike the first four seals, the fifth seal says nothing of 

judgment. Read Revelation 6:9-11 to find out what also happens 
during times of trouble on the earth. 

 
 
 
 
 
The fact that the martyrs “cry out with a loud voice” confirms three 
things about believers in heaven: 1) they are not asleep in a state of 
unconscious repose; 2) they are aware of time passing on earth; and 
3) they know that the King’s plan is to one day cover the earth with 
justice, righteousness, and truth. 
 

• The sixth seal finally answers the cry of the martyrs! Read 
Revelation 6:12-17 and then Matthew 24:29-31. How does this 
encourage you? 

 
 
 
 
The sixth seal sounds a lot like Jesus in Matthew 24, doesn’t it? 
Jesus viewed the destruction of Jerusalem (that happened in AD 70) 
as a localized foreshadowing of global events associated with the 
end of the present age and his return. What was his point? Cosmic 
disturbances signal the justified shake down of the world. 
 

• Note the two responses to tribulation: the believers who rest in 
the Lord say, “how long?” while unbelievers who try to hide say, 
“who can stand?” What does this reveal about the impact of faith 
(or lack of) on one’s perspective about life? 
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• As the unrepentant cry out, “who can stand?” read Revelation 
7:1-8 to find the answer.  

 
 
 
If lampstands signify churches, a scroll signifies the earth’s title 
deed, and horses signify tribulation, then what does the 144,000 
signify? Unfortunately, there are no allusions to 144,000 anywhere in 
the Bible. What is noticeable is the Old Testament-like tribal 
descriptions we find here. While it could indicate a Jewish revival, 
there are a few New Testament passages where believers are 
described in very Jewish terms (e.g., “the Israel of God” in Gal 6:16; “to 
the twelve tribes” in James 1:1).  
 
What we do know is that “the Father God has set his seal” on all 
believers (John 6:27). God seals us—not from suffering—but in order 
that we persevere through life and death (Rom 8:35-39).  
 

• Read 2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13; 4:30 and 2 Timothy 2:19. 
What is God’s “mark” that seals all believers? (For the Old 
Testament background to this mark of God’s protection, see 
Ezekiel 9). 

 
 
• Read Revelation 7:9-17. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

• God’s people seem to be busy serving him in heaven. What do you 
think they are doing?  

 
 
 
• Is there a connection between “sealing” and “serving”? If so, 

what is it?  

God’s people 
are SEALED  
on EARTH 
(Rev 7:1-8) 

God’s people 
are SERVING 
in HEAVEN 

(Rev 7:9-17) 
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Revelation 8-10 
 

As we move on, remember we are reading an apocalyptic-prophecy-
epistle! Try to think of the judgment sections as progressive, parallel 
visions that increase in intensity as they draw nearer to the 
consummation when Jesus returns. 
 
Silence in the Bible often precedes judgment (e.g., Ps 115:17; 31:17; Isa 
47:5; Ezek 27:32; Amos 8:2-3). Short time references usually infer 
swift, sudden judgment (Rev 3:3, 10; 11:13; 14:7, 15; 18:10, 17, 19). When 
the Lamb opens the seventh seal, he puts them both together. 
 

• Read Revelation 8:1-5. What strikes you about the seventh seal? 
 
 
 
 
 
These prayers are more than requests for personal blessing. The 
prayers in Revelation provoke us to get beyond ourselves and pray 
for righteousness to prevail on the earth (cf. Rev 5:8-10; 6:9-11).  As 
God’s kingdom of priests, we are partners in his reign (Rev 1:9).  
 

• How does knowing that your prayer life is directly linked to Jesus’ 
scroll change the way you pray?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
If our devotion to Christ summons God’s justice on the earth, then 
engaging in praise lifts our liturgical worship on earth into the great 
unceasing “space” of harps (worship) and bowls (prayer) in heaven. 
It is worship and prayer that prepares us and sustains us for the 
tribulation we face in the world.  
 
Rather than taking a rigid chronological approach as seven angels 
receive their trumpets, think of John’s next vision as seven cameras 
recording events from seven different angles. 
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• Read Revelation 8:6-9:19, but remember what the angel said: 
“Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have 
sealed the servants of our God” (Rev 7:3). All Christians are sealed 
from the wrath of God. 

 

 
       

               
       
 
     
 
          
 
 
 

• What message is Jesus sending through these trumpet 
judgments? (For the Old Testament background to the blowing of 
trumpets, see Joel 2:1-17). 

 
 
 
 
 
• Why does King Jesus judge? Why is this difficult to accept? 
 
 
 
 

 
• Be sure to highlight the fact that demonic beings are given power 

(e.g., “they were told” in Rev 9:4 and “they were allowed” in Rev 
9:5). Satan’s minions can carry out their dirty work, but they 
cannot touch those who have the seal of God. Why is this critical 
for us to know? 

 
 
 

 
• Do you think the trumpets are part of God answering the prayers 

of his people? Why or why not? 
 

burning land 

falling mountains 
deadly waters 

darkening sky 

demonic torment 

demonic plagues 
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Reading through each trumpet, no wonder “creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was 
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected 
it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God” on the new heavenly earth (Rom 8:19-21; Rev 21-22).  
 
What is the main point of the trumpets? If seals are designed to be 
opened, then trumpets are meant to be blown in order to warn. Will the 
world repent and turn to the Lord? Sadly, no. Notice the repeated 
“one-third” phrase that signifies a significant but partial judgment 
on the unrepentant until their final judgment.  
 

• Read Revelation 9:20-21. Why would people continue to worship 
the very demons who torment them? How would you explain 
that? Why would they do such a crazy thing? 

 
 
 
 
 
• Read Revelation 10. What picture is forming here? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The seven thunders break into the storyline with no explanation! 
Perhaps it’s a reminder that King Jesus will do unexpected things 
that are not revealed in this book! Nevertheless, the seven thunders 
bring our focus back again to the Church’s mission.   
 

• What does it mean to “eat” God’s word? How does one “eat” it?  
 
 
 
 
• What will happen if we do? Can you think of an example? 
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Revelation 11 
 

• Read Revelation 11:1-2 to enter a new vision given to John. Why do 
you think John is told to measure God’s temple?  

 
 
 
 
If lampstands signify churches, a scroll signifies the earth’s title 
deed, horses signify tribulation, trumpets warn, and sealing means 
protection, then what is this temple of God in Revelation 11?  
 

• Read the following passages in the New Testament to draw your 
conclusion. 

o 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 and 2 Corinthians 6:16 
 
 

o Ephesians 2:19-22 and 1 Peter 2:5 
 
 
• If the temple in Revelation 11 represents the Church, then why is 

John prohibited to measure the outer court? Is it left out because 
it signifies those who merely trample God’s courts by their 
shallow association with the Lord (cf. Isaiah 1:12)? What do you 
think? 

 
 
 
The vision quickly transforms God’s temple into two witnesses (11:3).  
 

• Read Revelation 11:3-6. Notice that John himself confirms the 
identity of the two witnesses. They are called “the two olive trees 
and two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth”—a 
clear reference back to the lampstand-church connection (Rev 
1:20-3:22). What biblical figures does the Church act like? 

 
 
 
• Read Zechariah 4 for more insight on the Old Testament 

background to this two-fold witness. 
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The Church’s two-fold witness may be our evangelistic-prophetic 
mission. We are called to share the gospel of salvation and 
prophetically speak into the issues of our day—even if we are 
slandered and threatened.  
 

• Skip to Revelation 11:10 for a moment. Greg Beale suggests that 
“the church’s prophetic declaration of God’s truth concerning the 
gospel, including the message of final judgment, unleashes 
torments toward those who remain ultimately impenitent.” How 
can the gospel, which preaches a message of hope, love, and 
grace, be taken as a torturous thing, and its message-bearers as 
deserving of persecution—even death?  

 
 
 
 
When we herald the good news of Jesus’ reign, people will respond in 
different ways. It will seem crazy or scandalous to some, but for 
others, it is the power of God unto salvation (1 Cor 1:21-25; Rom 1:16). 
 

• Read Revelation 11:7-8. This is the first time that the “beast” is 
mentioned in Revelation. But it is at this point that John’s vision 
takes on kind of a fish-eye angle lens as God’s witnesses “lie in 
the street of the great city that symbolically is called Sodom 
and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified.” (How typical of an 
apocalyptic-prophecy-epistle)! 

 

 
 

Sodom is not Egypt and Egypt is not Jerusalem where the Lord was 
crucified. Therefore, this symbolic Sodom-Egypt scene appears like a 
rounded fish-eye perspective of the streets of the world (the City of 
Man). The extent of the church’s prophetic voice is going forth from 
Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. Praise the Lord! 
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• The apparent demise of Christianity gives the world’s citizens 
reason to party. Read Revelation 11:10 and Matthew 24:9. 

 
 
 

 
 
Silencing the Church on a global scale seems to be a victory for the 
beast (we’ll get to him in chapter 13)—but it is actually the beast’s 
downfall (cf. Dan 7:3, 21). Just when the world thinks it has finally 
stomped out Christianity, our resurrection will complete our 
prophetic witness!  
 

• Read Revelation 11:11-14 for a vision of the future resurrection! 
What do you notice?  

 
 
 
 
 
• Get ready to read Revelation 11:15! Hooray it’s the last trumpet 

(cf. 1 Cor 15:52; 1 Thess 4:16; Matt 24:31)! Jesus is finally coming!  
 
 
 
 
 
• Read Revelation 11:16-17 very carefully. Surely, the omission of 

“who is to come” is deliberate! When the last trumpet sounds, the 
One “who is and who was” will have “taken [his] great power and 
begun to reign.” What things do you imagine King Jesus will 
redeem that “the destroyers of the earth” tried to destroy? 

 
 
 
 
 
• As you finish reading Revelation 11:18-19, what is your main 

takeaway from this chapter? 
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Revelation 12-13 
 

It is impossible at this point to take a rigid chronological approach 
to Revelation. Why? Chapter 12 begins with a vision of Jesus’ first 
coming!  
 

• Read Revelation 12:1-6. Who is the woman who gives birth to the 
messianic male child? (For help, skip momentarily to Revelation 
12:13-17 where she later flees to the wilderness and has “other 
offspring” who are described as faithful believers).  

 
 
 
 
 
John’s vision “pulls the curtains” on the mastermind behind the 
persecution of the community of faith: it’s a hideous “red dragon, 
with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems” 
(Rev 12:3). We’ll find out later that his seven heads are linked to 
earthly rulers, but for now, let’s stay in this vision. 
 

• Read Revelation 12:7-11. When Jesus “was caught up to God and 
to his throne,” our sins were forgiven, heaven’s army was greatly 
empowered, and Satan lost his podium. Unpack this! What does 
all that mean? (Be sure to include Romans 8:1).  

 
 
 
 
Satan can no longer accuse us; he can only slander. Now that 
“salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Christ have come,” we conquer our defeated foe 
through the truth of the cross (“by the blood of the Lamb”), by 
embracing our new creation identity in Christ (“the word of our 
testimony”), and by loving Jesus more than life itself (Rev 12:10-11; cf. 
the OT background in Zechariah 3).  
 

• Does Satan still try to accuse you? How do you handle it?  
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• “Conquer” (Rev 12:11) is the same word used in the seven letters 
to the churches. How is this kind of conquering different than 
other kinds of conquering? 

 
 
 
 
• Read Revelation 12:12-17. How does the Satan, the old serpentine 

dragon, react to his defeat? 
 
 
 
 
 
Satan is a defeated foe—and he’s furious. Although he’s hell-bent on 
taking out his rage on God’s people, he’s on a leash and we are sealed. 
His days are numbered (Rev 12:12-17). Like the Israelites in Egypt, we 
are not only are protected from God’s judgments, by God’s grace we 
will overcome an already defeated enemy. Satan’s slanderous flood 
will never prevail against us!  
 
“And [Satan] stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising 
out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on 
its horns and blasphemous names on its heads” (Rev 12:17-13:1).  
 
• Read Revelation 13:1-3.  
 
In this vision, John sees all the evil traits of Daniel’s four kingdoms 
embodied in one sea-beast (cf. Daniel 7:4-8). Our foiled archenemy is 
determined to silence our witness through this sea-beast for “to 
it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority” 
(Rev 13:3). Not surprisingly, the sea-beast has “blasphemous names 
on its heads” to mock King Jesus (Rev 13:1). 
 
John notices that the sea-beast has a “mortal wound” on one of his 
heads (Rev 13:3). The Greek word translated “wound” (plege) is used 
eleven times in Revelation for the “plagues” that God inflicts on the 
unbelieving world. It may be that the “wound/plague” suffered by the 
devil’s sea-beast happened because of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
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(cf. Gen 3:15). “But its mortal wound was healed,” in other words, the 
beast appears to have survived Calvary’s fatal blow.  
 

• Read Revelation 13:4-8. What is happening? 
 
 
 
 
 
How does John interpret the sea-beast? He simply says, “If anyone 
has an ear, let him hear: If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity 
he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must 
he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints” 
(Rev 13:9-10). King Jesus is in control. We must trust him. 
 
Despite the wounding of his head, Satan continues to deceive the 
world and bully God’s king-priests. As the people of the world look 
around, they’re probably thinking, “It doesn’t look like Jesus defeated 
Satan. That old dragon survived.” Don’t be bamboozled, too. Satan 
uses beasts to dupe the masses into believing that Jesus is not King.  
 
As we enter more deeply into the vision of Revelation 13, watch Satan 
enlist two helpers: a sea-beast and a land-beast (he’ll summon a 
third helper in Revelation 17).  
 

• Read Revelation 13:11-14. In what ways do the sea-beast and 
land-beast rise like satanic caricatures to mock Jesus? 

 
 
 
 

 
                
 
 
 
 
         SEA-BEAST                   LAND-BEAST 
 

“And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast” (Rev 
13:15). What does that mean? Perhaps it means that the beast will 
“give breath to (enter)” a human image-bearer “so that the image of 
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the beast might even speak and might cause those who would 
not worship the image of the beast to be slain” (Rev 13:15). 
 

• Read 2 Thessalonians 2:3-9 and 1 John 2:18; 4:2. What do we learn 
about the “antichrist”? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It appears that while the antichrist receives the world’s worship, the 
land-beast becomes “the false prophet” spewing propaganda (see 
Rev 16:13; 19:20; 20:10).  
 
It’s not hard to see an unholy trinity forming here. 

 
SATANIC DRAGON  

 
 
 
 
   ANTICHRIST FALSE PROPHET  
    SEA-BEAST     LAND-BEAST 
 
If the mark on God’s people is symbolic (Rev 7), then to be 
consistent, the 666 mark has symbolic meaning as well. The evil 
trinity puts its mark on those who align themselves with its political 
antichrist and prophet of propaganda (read Rev 13:16-18). 
 

• What is Satan up to? What do you think is his end game? 
 
 
 
 
 
• What is Jesus’ main message to us in Revelation 13? How can we 

“keep” it? 
 

6 6 6 
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Revelation 14 
 

• While this this is happening on earth, what is heaven’s 
response? Read Revelation 14:1-5. 

 
 
 
The Lamb King is standing on “Mount Zion,” the royal “space” that 
Christ reigns as King (cf. Ps 2:6; Heb 12:22-23). Notice that the 
redeemed “follow the Lamb wherever he goes” and roar out the “new 
song” about the rescue of creation!  
 

• Why are followers of Jesus called “virgins”? In the Bible, “virgin” 
can be a metaphor for purity. Did you know that you are being 
prepared as a “bride” for the Lord (cf. Rev 21:2)? How does this 
imagery impact your life now? 

 
 
 
Suddenly, three flying angels appear with “an eternal gospel to 
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and 
language and people” (read Revelation 14:6-11). Who are they 
addressing and what’s their message? 
 

Angel #1 Angel #2 Angel #3 
To those who are open to 
the gospel: “fear God and 

give him glory!” (14:7) 

To those who drink 
Babylon’s wine: “beware 

of a big fall!” (14:8) 

To those who follow the 
beast: “you will appear 
before Jesus!” (14:9-11) 

 

King Jesus and the three angels then prepare to reap (read Rev 14:14-
20). The image of reaping a harvest is often a metaphor of gathering 
God’s elect (e.g., Luke 10:2; Matt 13:30, 43). But gathering grapes for 
the wine press always means judgment (e.g., Rev 19:15; Isa 63:1-6). 
  

Angel #1 Angel #2 Angel #3 
The grain “harvest of the 

earth is fully ripe!” 
Apparently, some did 

“fear God and gave him 
glory!” (14:14-16). 

The “grapes are ripe!” Unfortunately, those who 
drank Babylon’s wine and followed the beast will 

have their day of reckoning (14:17-20) because “the 
destroyers of the earth” have committed cosmic 

treason (Rev 11:18). 
 

As for us, all that we are in Christ will be stored up and harvested in 
the age to come on the new earth (read Rev 14:12-13; cf. 1 Cor 15:58)! 
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Revelation 15-16 
 

The seven golden bowls seem to mark the end of any opportunity to 
be saved. They are “the last, for with them the wrath of God is 
finished” (read Rev 15:1-2). 
 

• Does it seem strange that judgment does not seem to trigger 
repentance even in the face of severe suffering. Why is that? 
What do you think actually brings someone to repentance?  

 
 
 
 
Notice that the fiery judgment scene is focused on “the sea of glass” 
(Rev 15:2). Throughout the Bible, the “sea” is frequently used in a 
poetic way to describe the chaotic “space” where the satanic dragon 
and his demons hang out (e.g., Job 38:6-11; Ps 24:1-2; 74:10, 13; Hab 
3:8-15). As we enter this scene, we’ll see that it’s time to judge this 
evil “space.” 
 

• Let’s join in and sing with “those who had conquered the beast” 
(read Rev 15:3-6). How does Daniel 12 add more insight? 

 
 
 
• When the seven angels with the seven bowls step forward, “the 

sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from 
his power, and no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven 
plagues of the seven angels were finished” (Rev 15:7-8). Why do 
you think the entrance closes during the next set of judgments? 

 
 
 
• Read Revelation 16:1-4. Why is it important to know that it’s King 

Jesus that issues these judgments?  
 
 
 
The King’s response is just. “For they have shed the blood of saints 
and prophets, and you have given them blood to drink. It is what they 
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deserve … Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your 
judgments!” (Rev 16:5-7). Although God allows human wickedness to 
work itself out, to reap its own destruction, the bowls of judgment 
are divinely instigated. They also share similarities with the ten 
plagues on Egypt—except on a global level. If seals are to be opened 
and trumpets are to warn, then bowls are designed to be poured out 
into “blender.” 
 

 
 

• The fifth bowl is interesting (read Rev 16:10-11). What do you think 
happens to the beast’s administration when it’s “lights out”—
and the powers of evil become unplugged? 

 
 
 
With the world in disarray, the sixth bowl incites a desperate but 
pitiful attempt to unify (read Rev 16:12-21). “The kings from the east” 
and “three unclean spirits like frogs” (demonic spirits) perform 
signs to try to assemble all the kings of the world to battle. Against 
who? “God the Almighty … at the place that in Hebrew is called 
Armageddon” (16:14, 16)! Armageddon means “the mountain of 
Megiddo,” but in the land of Israel, Megiddo is literally a small plain 
in a valley! Armageddon is just another symbol for the world’s last defiant 
stand against King Jesus and his Church. The pitiful citizens of the 
world can only curse God (16:17-21). 
 

• In light of this, what is Jesus’ message in Revelation 16:15? 

PAINFUL 
SORES

BLOODY 
SEA

BLOODY 
DRINK

 

 
FIERCE  
HEAT  
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Revelation 17-18 
 

We’ve seen a definite pattern in the three sets of judgments. The 
seventh in each series launches the next set. 
 

SEALS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
          

TRUMPETS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 

BOWLS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
Let’s enter the next vision. Along with John, we are shown Satan’s 
third helper (Rev 17). It’s a prostitute! Decked out to seduce, the 
“whore” sits on the chaotic “waters” and “on a scarlet beast that 
was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten 
horns” (read Rev 17:1-4; cf. Zech 5 and Jer 51). Well, that makes sense. 
She’s riding the antichrist sea-beast into the “wilderness” to harass 
God’s people (Rev 17:3; cf. 13:1; 12:14). 
 
 

 
                
 
 

THE RELIGIOUS WHORE 
 
What does this Babylonian harlot represent? In the Bible, “playing 
the harlot,” “engaging in prostitution,” and “committing sexual 
immorality” are often used as metaphors for spiritual trafficking (e.g., 
Jer 3:1-10; 13:27; Ezek 16:15-58; 23:1-49; Hos 4:12; 5:4; 6:10).  
 
Notice how her mysterious, tantalizing aura lures the nations into 
getting plastered on her “wine” (read Rev 17:5-6). She holds in her 
hand “a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities” to toast 
the death of Jesus’ followers (Rev 17:4, 6). What a beauty. 
 
As the vision unfolds, an angel offers more information on her and 
her buddies (read Rev 17:7-18). The political sea-beast on which she 
rides is a coalition of seven powerful kings (“mountains”) and ten 
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lesser kings (“horns”) (Rev 17:9-12). “These are of one mind, and they 
hand over their power and authority to the beast” to “make war on 
the Lamb”—but “the Lamb will conquer them” because he’s King 
Jesus (Rev 17:13-14).  
 
Then comes the twist. The sea-beast and the world’s political elite 
“will hate the prostitute” and turn against her (Rev 17:16). Why?  
 
Ponder three reasons as you read Revelation 18: 
 

1) “She has become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every 
unclean spirit” and “all nations” became intoxicated by her 
“wine” power (Rev 18:2-3). All forms of spiritual trafficking are 
insanely dark and oppressive. They assume a secret 
synchronicity with the universe that feeds on a paranoid 
preoccupation with signs, symbols, and coincidences. If the 
earth’s power brokers feel they are losing control over the 
masses, they will unite in their efforts to squash all religious 
expressions. 

 

2) She not only “glorifies herself” like a queen, she also transforms 
her “sorcery” into a lucrative business (Rev 18:3, 7-8, 23). All 
forms of spiritual trafficking are marketed as paths to personal 
growth—and there’s a boatload of money to be made in that! Self-
absorbed spirituality elevates one above others (while 
simultaneously preaching equality) but will likely create enough 
conflict to provoke the earth’s rulers to turn on “her.” 

 

3) “God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purposes by 
being of one mind … until the words of God are fulfilled” (Rev 
17:17). Political solidarity against all forms of spiritual trafficking 
is the result of God’s initiative (e.g., Revelation repeatedly uses 
the phrase “was given” in 6:2, 4, 8, 11; 7:2; 8:2-3; 9:1, 3, 5; 11:1, 2; 
12:14; 13:5, 7, 14, 15; 16:8). 

 

• In light of these reasons, what does the exhortation in Revelation 
18:4 mean?  

 
 
 

• Contrast the response of all who participated in occult practices 
(18:9-19) with the response in heaven (18:20; read Rev 19:1-5). 



 28 

Revelation 19 
 

The reason for worship now shifts from the judgment against the 
Babylonian whore to the marriage supper of the Lamb and his bride.  
“Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb” (Rev 19:9)! 
 

• Read Revelation 19:6-10. Of all the images to portray the 
relationship between Jesus and his people, why marriage? Why a 
wedding feast (cf. Matthew 22:1-14; 25:1-3; Rev 21:2, 9; 22:17)? 

 
 
 
• Two things are said of the bride: she “has made herself ready” 

and “it was granted to her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright 
and pure” (19:7-8). How do these two aspects intersect with one 
another? Compare Philippians 2:12-13.  

 
 
 
• Much more is said of the Bridegroom in this chapter! As you 

enter the scene to witness the coming of the “Faithful and True” 
accompanied by the armies of heaven what can we learn about 
Jesus’ return? Read Revelation 19:11-16. Look up 1 Thessalonians 
4:16 and 5:2-3 and Revelation 1:7 for more insight. 

 
 
 
 
• For Christians, there will be praise and honor when Christ “comes 

on that day to be glorified in his saints” (1 Pet 1:7). But what about 
those who have defied him? Read Revelation 19:19-21. 

 
 
 
 
• At the end of history there will be two great “suppers.” All will 

attend one or the other. When you contrast the “marriage supper 
of the Lamb” (Rev 19:6-10) to the “bird feast” (19:17-21), what 
emotions do they stir in you? 
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Revelation 20 
 

If we interpret Revelation 20:1-3 as historically following chapter 19, 
then Satan is prevented from deceiving the very nations who have 
just been slain (Rev 19:19-21). This is a serious problem! We must honor 
God’s choice of communication once again.  
 
Revelation is an apocalyptic prophecy-epistle that arranges its vivid 
images in numbered sets that parallel one another and intensify. Before 
reading Revelation 20, notice how the three parallel segments “start 
over” but intensify with each set of judgments (seals, trumpets, 
bowls).  
 
                   TRUMPETS 
  SEALS  
|--------------------------------------------------------------------| 
1st COMING      2nd COMING 
Rev 1                  Rev 11 
 

 
                 BOWLS 
   SATAN ENLISTS 3 HELPERS—WHY? 
|--------------------------------------------------------------------| 
1st COMING      2nd COMING 
Rev 12                 Rev 19 
 

 
 

                  BECAUSE SATAN IS “RESTRICTED”          LOOSED      
|--------------------------------------------------------------------|--------------------| 
1st COMING      2nd COMING       NEW EARTH 
Rev 20             Rev 21            Rev 22 

 

 
 
 

• Read Revelation 20:1-3 to find reason why Satan enlists three 
helpers. What is the explanation given here? 

 
 
 
 
When is Satan “bound”? Did Jesus “bind” Satan at the cross? The 
same Greek word for “binding” (deo) occurs repeatedly in the NT 
(Luke 10:17-18; John 12:31-32; 16:11; Col 2:15; Heb 2:14; 1 John 3:8).  
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• What did Jesus mean in Matthew 12:22-29? 
 
 
 
 
Did the binding of Satan completely immobilize him? No, John says 
that the binding specifically pertains to deceiving the nations (Rev 
20:3). The bigger question is: what does Satan want to deceive the 
nations into doing?  
 

• Keep reading to find the answer in the quick shift in focus to the 
martyrs in heaven (read Rev 20:4).  

 
 
 
 

SATAN IS “BOUND” AT THE CROSS 
 

WORKS THROUGH  
POLITICAL PUPPETRY 

(ANTICHRIST SEA-BEAST) 

WORKS THROUGH 
PROPAGANDA  

(FALSE PROPHET LAND-
BEAST) 

WORKS THROUGH  
SPIRITUAL TRAFFICKING 
(BABYLONIAN HARLOT) 

 
Satan is “bound” in the sense that he cannot deceive the nations to 
organize a global campaign (called “Armageddon”) to wipe out the 
Church from the face of the earth. Satan may blind the minds of 
unbelievers (2 Cor 4:4) and oppress God’s people through his 
helpers, but he cannot deceive the world into executing a Christian 
holocaust. 
 
• How is this comforting? No matter how rough it gets for 

Christians, there will always be a faithful remnant to testify of 
Christ’s gospel. 

 
 
 
 
It’s also difficult to assume that 1000 years is literal. In fact, “one 
thousand” is rarely meant to be taken with precision. There are many 
examples in the Bible: 
 



 31 

• God owns “the cattle on a thousand hills” Ps 50:10 
• “A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere” Ps 84:10 
• “One man puts to flight a thousand” Josh 23:10  
• “The least will become a thousand” Isa 60:22 (cf. Deut 1:11)  
• He “could not answer him once in a thousand times” Job 9:3  
• “One man among a thousand I found” Eccl 7:28 
• God’s covenant is to “a thousand generations” Deut 7:9 (cf. Ps 84:10) 
• “A thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday” Ps 90:4 
• “Do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is 

as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” 2 Pet 3:8 
 

Satan uses his lapdogs until he is “set free for a short time” at the 
end (20:3). Skip over to read Revelation 20:7-10. When he is 
“released from his prison,” he “will come out to deceive the nations 
… to gather them for battle” against God’s people—but to no avail 
(20:7-9). Moreover, note how Revelation 20:7-10 parallels Revelation 
19:17-21 (it’s the same futile battle: “Armageddon”). When Jesus 
returns, Satan and his minions will finally be cast into hell (20:10)!  
 
Along with John, we see that the souls in heaven “came to life and 
reigned with Christ”—which he calls “the first resurrection” (read 
Rev 20:4-6).  

• What is the first resurrection? See Luke 14:14; 1 Corinthians 
15:20-26; Philippians 3:10-11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16. 

 
 
 
The word “resurrection” (anastasis) evokes the notion of bodily 
resurrection in all of us. But that is why, John explicitly identifies this 
resurrection as “souls” (Rev 20:4). “Blessed and holy is the one who 
shares in the first resurrection [translation into heaven]! Over such 
the second death has no power” (Rev 20:6).  
 

• Dying once is hard enough, but the “second death” will be much 
worse. What happens to unbelievers? Read Revelation 20:5 and 
11-13 and Philippians 2:6-10.  

 
 
• Read Revelation 20:14-15. “The lake of fire” indicates eternal 

torment or eventual extinction. What do you think it means? 
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Revelation 21-22 
 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more” (Rev 21:1; 
cf. Rev 20:11; 2 Pet 3:7-10). As Greg Beale aptly puts it: “the new 
cosmos will be an identifiable counterpart to the old cosmos and a 
renewal of it, just as the body will be raised without losing its former 
identity.” The new heavenly earth has no “sea” because all evil forces 
have been removed. 
 

• Much like our “passing away” does not mean annihilation, the 
present heaven and earth will “pass away” and transform into a 
new heavenly earth. What insights do Romans 8:19-21 and Isaiah 
65:17-25 give us? 

 
 
 
 
 
• As you enter this scene, imagine you are getting a tour of the city. 

Read Revelation 21. What impresses you the most?  
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus referred to this “city” as “my Father’s house (with) many 
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself that where I am you may be also” 
(John 14:2-3).  

Although God is the “designer and builder” of this heavenly city (Heb 
11:10, 16), believers in heaven are not sitting around watching him do 
all the work. They’ve been set free to flourish in their intended 
purpose! Not only are we “God’s fellow workers” in this life, we are 
also “workers together with him” in our life after life (1 Cor 3:9; 2 Cor 
6:1). The Father’s heavenly city-house project doesn’t just appear; it’s 
prepared in the present heaven, “prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband” to come to earth (Rev 21:2).  
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• How are the bride and city related (see Rev 19:7-8; 21:2)? Describe 
the glory of the city. From what source does the city derive its 
character?  

 
 
 
 
• What is different about the heavenly city when contrasted with 

our modern cities? 

 

 

John saw its completion. No more death, no more crying, no more 
pain (Rev 21:4; cf. Isa 25:6-9). “The New Jerusalem” will fully reflect 
Christ’s glory in and through the lives of those who love him—which 
is precisely why “the Bride, the Lamb’s wife” cannot be separated 
from the city itself or her King (Rev 21:9-11, 22-23)! We will be 
eternally protected in every way—spiritually, emotionally, and 
physically—symbolized by the city’s stunningly beautiful “walls” and 
“gates” (Rev 21:12-21).  

All that Christ has done in us now is being “stored up” and “kept 
safe” in the present heavens until we bring it to the new earth (Matt 
6:19-20; Rev 14:13). We “will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 
nations” (Rev 21:24-26; cf. Isa 60:3-6). Yes, all that we are—through 
the Spirit’s power—will be utilized in the age to come!  
 
• We saw in Revelation 7:9-17 that those in heaven are busy serving 

the Lord. What do you think you’ll be doing when you arrive? 

 

 

• Read Revelation 22. What kind of new world will this be for us? 
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Our present body is corruptible, decaying, subject to illness, injury 
and death. But our future body will be incorruptible, ever-flourishing, 
immortal, pain-free, and able to “hold the weight of glory” because it 
will be animated by the Holy Spirit (2 Cor 4:17).  
 

• “This perishable body must put on the imperishable” (1 Cor 15:53-
54)—why?  

 
 
 
We must change because we are destined for eternal life on a 
permanent resurrected earth! 
 
The Christian belief in the new earth is an important one. Why? 
Physically resurrected bodies that are designed to live for eternity 
must have a physical environment that can sustain God’s manifest 
presence. Our supreme hope is not to stay in heaven after we die, but 
to live forever as resurrected people on the new earth when heaven 
and earth are no longer separate. We must prepare for the big 
merger for earth is not a place to escape from—but the place for 
Christ’s return to establish his eternal reign. 
 

Take a moment to imagine discovering and exploring the wonders of 
God’s new creation! The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the lame will 
leap like deer, and the mute will shout for joy in an eternal state of 
holiness and continual fellowship in God’s presence.  

Take another moment to imagine the new projects we’ll tackle! There 
will be plenty of work to do and we’ll love it. All the interests and 
talents God has given us in this life will be enhanced as we live in the 
presence of his unveiled glory and be filled with that glory.  

• Why is the completeness of John’s Revelation so important?  
 
 
 
• What is your big takeaway from this study? Share it with 

someone! 
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